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OAW Goals  
 

 

Over the years, U.S. legislation has made it increasingly difficult for Americans to live and work overseas. 

OAW urges Congress and the Administration to review and rethink certain policies that restrict the 

effectiveness of the 6 million overseas Americans who are both ambassadors for American interests 

abroad and creators of domestic jobs.  

 

Our Most Important Issues 

 

TAXATION: OAW proposes that the United States adopt residence-based taxation (RBT) in its upcoming 

tax reform.  RBT is a comprehensive win-win solution which would bring in more tax revenue to the U.S. 

than the current citizenship-based taxation (CBT), stop the fiscal and banking discrimination against 

Americans abroad and create job opportunities both domestically and internationally.   

BANKING:  Overseas Americans are being shut out of banking access worldwide. OAW calls for legislation 

to require U.S. banks to provide services for U.S. citizens with a foreign address; to allow Americans abroad 

to maintain bank accounts where they reside; to ensure access to low-cost savings and retirement 

products worldwide; and to stop U.S. tax discrimination against foreign pension funds.   

FATCA: The Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act understandably targets those who evade paying taxes by 

hiding assets in undisclosed foreign bank accounts but, as an unintended consequence, penalizes American 

citizens overseas and U.S. economic interests.  OAW recommends an IRS Advisory Council to dialogue with 

overseas Americans, exemption from FATCA reporting requirements for “same country” accounts 

belonging to bona fide American residents fiscally domiciled abroad, and other measures to redress the 

damage created by FATCA. 

VOTING: Legislation should be introduced to clarify certain provisions of the Military and Overseas Voter 

Empowerment (MOVE) Act (complete elimination of witness and postmark requirements, clarification that  

a voter’s ballot request applies to each election in the year, etc.). Funding should be assured for the 

Election Assistance Commission to allow it to carry out its mission and for continuing improvement of 

election technology. American citizens who do not meet state residency requirements should have the 

right to vote in federal elections in all states and the District of Columbia at the legal voting residence of 

their U.S. citizen parent(s). 

CITIZENSHIP: All Americans should enjoy an equal right to transmit U.S. citizenship to their children at 

birth, including children born to or adopted by a U.S. citizen abroad. Children born to American citizens 

abroad should be defined as “natural born” U.S. citizens.  OAW proposes alleviating conditions for 

recognizing children born abroad as U.S. citizens, in particular for unwed American mothers and unwed 

American fathers. 
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Other Issues 
 

REPRESENTATION: OAW seeks support for Congresswoman Maloney’s bill, the Commission on 

Americans Abroad Act, calling for a Federal Commission to study the impact of government policies upon 

the millions of Americans residing overseas. Overseas Americans look forward to continued fruitful 

collaboration with the bipartisan Americans Abroad Caucus. 

HEALTH CARE: Overseas Americans should not be subject to the 3.8% tax on passive income and capital 

gains arising from the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act as they are not covered by U.S. 

healthcare programs. American civilians eligible for Medicare who retire abroad must return to America to 

receive Medicare benefits, where medical costs are much higher. A program for civilians abroad similar to 

Tricare for Life for military veterans retired abroad could ultimately save money for Medicare. 

SOCIAL SECURITY: Americans who have worked abroad should be exempted from application of the 

Windfall Elimination Provision which unfairly reduces Social Security pension benefits. Americans abroad 

should not be required to contribute to U.S. Social Security and Medicare programs in addition to 

government pension plans where they reside. This double contribution affects, in particular, self-employed 

Americans abroad and Americans sent overseas by a U.S. employer who work in a country which does not 

have a Totalization agreement with the United States; only 24 countries have such a Totalization 

agreement, which leaves 170 countries without.   

CONSULAR ACCESS: OAW supports prompt Congressional action on legislation implementing judicial 

remedies in serious cases for foreigners arrested in the U.S. whose rights under the Vienna Convention on 

Consular Relations have been violated. For U.S. citizens arrested abroad to be assured of consular access 

under terms of the Convention, enforcement must be reciprocal. 

 

Our Coalition Supports the Following 

 

CEDAW: The U.S. Senate should finally ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination Against Women, without “Reservations, Declarations and Understandings” (RDUs) that 

would undermine CEDAW’s meaning and effectiveness. 

VAWA: The Violence Against Women Act of 1994 was the first comprehensive federal legislation 

addressing violence against women in the United States. It continues to provide much-needed funding to 

help agencies serving victims of domestic violence in the USA. We support and applaud VAWA legislation 

and urge Congress to include Americans overseas within the current reauthorization of VAWA. 

*   *   * 

 


