
Overseas Americans take their concerns to Washington again… 
 
For 4 event-filled days in September 2003, representatives of AARO (Association of 
Americans Resident Overseas), ACA (American Citizens Abroad), the American 
Club of Lyon (France) and FAWCO (Federation of American Women’s Clubs 
Overseas Inc.) made the rounds in Washington – House and Senate staffers, 
congressional committees, specialized bodies like the Census Bureau and the National 
Association of Secretaries of State – trying both to present the concerns of overseas 
Americans and to learn about what’s going on in Washington and where they might 
make a difference that could affect the American community abroad. 
 
In addition to social events that included an evening at the National Press Club with 
the Executive Director of Democrats Abroad, a top representative of Republicans 
Abroad and Bill Welch from USAToday, the 20 delegates spent four very full days in 
meetings. 
 
The groups had decided to focus on three key issues: implementation of and full 
funding for the Help America Vote Act, the Census of overseas Americans, and 
double taxation of Americans abroad.    
 
The delegates were brought up to date on plans for the overseas test census in 2004; 
told that appointments were imminent to the Election Assistance Commission 
responsible for implementing the Help America Vote Act; listened to when requesting 
that a new White House study be conducted on the problems faced by overseas 
Americans; assured of an ongoing dialogue with the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee and with Maura Harty, Assistant Secretary of State for Consular Affairs.  
They met with Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) to thank her for her 
continuing efforts on behalf of overseas Americans and, most recently, her 
introduction of a bill (HR.1619) calling for the implementation and funding of an 
overseas census, now paralleled by a sister bill in the Senate, S.1682, introduced by 
Senator John D. Rockefeller (D-WV). 
 
The delegates also championed the preservation of the U.S. tax code’s “Section 911” 
exclusion of the first $80,000 in foreign-earned income, in calculating the tax liability 
of American citizens living overseas.  As it happened, the Senate Finance Committee 
re-examined the question at the very time they were in Washington, and several 
delegates attended unscheduled meetings to discuss the issue.  As things now stand, 
the “911” exclusion is intact, but all signs point to a renewed threat in the near future. 
 
Unfortunately, as in so many other instances, “it all comes down to money”.  Not only 
is the Help America Vote Act seriously underfunded (a possible shortfall of over $1 
billion for fiscal years ’03 and ’04), but the Census Bureau may not receive the money 
needed to carry out its promised test count in France, Kuwait and Mexico in 2004.   
 
We should certainly not lose hope, but we will probably have to be patient for a while, 
until the needs and aspirations of the overseas American community take on a bit 
more importance in the eyes of our legislators than they have in the present world 
climate.  


