
 

   

 

2007 Goals of Overseas Americans 
 

♦ Citizenship: All Americans should enjoy the same right to transmit U.S. citizenship to all of their 

children at birth, including all children born to or adopted by a U.S. citizen abroad.  

 

♦ Medicare: Americans abroad who are eligible for Medicare benefits in the U.S. should be able to 

receive these or equivalent benefits while abroad.     
 

♦ Social Security: Americans who have contributed to U.S. Social Security and who receive Social 

Security pensions abroad should not be penalized under "windfall elimination provision" rules (WEP) 
simply because they also receive a foreign source pension. Overseas Americans should be allowed to 
contribute to U.S. Social Security as do self-employed persons.  

 

♦ Taxation: U.S. citizens working overseas are subject to a tax liability in their country of residence 

and in the U.S., putting American business and citizens overseas at a competitive disadvantage. This 
tax burden discourages American companies from sending Americans overseas to develop export 
markets.  Congress should eliminate the cap on the foreign-earned income exclusion, as proposed in 
the Working Americans Competitiveness Act, S 1140, introduced in the 110

th
 Congress. The stacking 

measure and the limitation on housing exclusion, introduced in April 2006, should be repealed.  
 

♦ Voting Procedures: Procedures should be simplified for absentee registration and voting for 

Americans abroad. The implementation of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act 
should make broader use of technology and in every case provide equal benefit to both U.S. civilians 
and military personnel overseas, who are covered together under the Act.  Timely ballot delivery and 
transparent vote counting procedures for UOCAVA voters should be given priority. 

 

♦ Voting Rights: Only sixteen states explicitly allow Americans reared abroad to exercise their 

constitutional right to vote in federal elections by registering to vote using the legal voting residence of 
their U.S. citizen parent(s).  This right should be granted by all states and the District of Columbia. 

 
 

Invitation to join the Americans Abroad Caucus! 
 

♦ Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) and Congressman Joe Wilson (R-SC) have created the 
Americans Abroad Caucus, a bi-partisan, bi-cameral forum for discussion of issues affecting 
overseas Americans. We hope that you will join Representatives Maloney and Wilson in ushering in a 
new relationship between the Congress and overseas Americans by joining the Americans Abroad 

Caucus. (Contact Jennifer Keaton with Representative Maloney at 5-7944 or Paul Callahan with 
Representative Wilson at 5-2452.) 
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