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President Barack H. Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington D.C. 20500 
 

January 29, 2009 
 

Dear Mr. President, 
 
On behalf of all Americans living overseas, we express our sincere wishes for all success in leading our nation back to 
prosperity and respect.   As you well know, the vast majority of Americans residing overseas voted for you because we 
recognize a leader capable of restoring America’s moral leadership and economy.  We are particularly pleased that your 
campaign specifically reached out to citizens living abroad, specifying your aim to identify and understand the issues of 
Americans overseas and your promise to “work to establish a direct dialogue with Americans abroad.” 
 
May we propose to initiate this dialogue with your administration during Overseas Americans Week 2009 when 
representatives of the three undersigned organizations will be in Washington, from March 30th to April 3rd.   We hope 
that a round table discussion could take place between Administration representatives and our OAW delegation, which 
would include representatives of Democrats Abroad and Republicans Abroad.  This discussion should be oriented 
towards what overseas Americans can constructively do for our nation as well as the deeply felt need among Americans 
overseas for recognition and outreach from the government. 
 
We would suggest that the discussion focus on:  

• Recognizing the unique value of Americans overseas as an asset to the nation in today’s world. 
• Understanding better the American overseas community – estimates range from 4 to10 million -, in order to 

draw out the potential for the nation. 
• Structuring an outreach to overseas citizens, for instance through an office in the Executive Branch of 

government designated as the Office for Overseas Americans.  Such an office would be the center not only of 
policy decisions but also of communication with overseas Americans.   

• Outlining the issues of specific concern to Americans abroad.   
 
Americans abroad do have several specific issues, as you recognized in your campaign statement.  A summary of the 
issues to be highlighted during OAW 2009 is attached to this letter.   Finding solutions to these issues would be the 
chief responsibility of the Office for Overseas Americans working with Congress.    
 
We do hope that this suggestion meets with your approval. If so, we would also be delighted if a member of your 
Administration could briefly present the government’s new outreach policy at the annual event that OAW organizes on 
the Hill for members of the Americans Abroad Caucus and members of Congressional committees concerned with the 
specific issues of Americans overseas.  The reception most likely will take place on Wednesday, April 1st from 5:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m.   
 
Thank you most sincerely for your consideration. We look forward to your reply with much anticipation. And above all 
our full support and best wishes to you in the daunting tasks that you face. 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 

 

Kathleen de Carbuccia   Jacqueline Bugnion  Lucy Stensland Laederich 
President    Director    U.S. Liaison 
The Association of Americans  American Citizens Abroad  Federation of American 
Resident Overseas       Women’s Clubs Overseas, Inc.  
www.aaro.org    www.americansabroad.org www.fawco.org   


